
Automotive
Your gate to Europe and  

the Mediterranean Sea



Catalonia is the leading area  
in Spain in terms of projects,  
capital and jobs created in  
the automotive industry
Source: fDi Markets 

Catalonia is the 6th region 
in western Europe in terms  
of number of projects,  
2nd in terms of job creation  
and 3rd in capital invest  
in automotive
Source: fDi Markets 

In Barcelona you can benefit from the growing automotive market in 

Southern Europe and in emerging areas of the Mediterranean (Morocco, 

Algeria, Egypt and Türkiye) and reliable port connections with the Far East, the 

Mediterranean and North Europe.

Electric Vehicle (EV) technology, digitalization and new urban mobility 

disrupt the automotive industry, and Barcelona has become one of the most 

advanced hubs in Europe in this field. 
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Excellent location
The Gateway to Europe and the Mediterranean  
automotive markets

SPAIN
Spain is the second largest car 
manufacturer in Europe and the 
9th world wide (2024). 

PORT DE BARCELONA
Thanks to its diversification, the Port of 
Barcelona can face the new challenges of the 
automotive logistics sector, such as the import 
of vehicles in containers & the bunkering of 
alternative fuels. 

BARCELONA 
Offers a great logistics location 
to distribute conventional and 
electric vehicles, as well as 
automotive components including 
batteries through Europe and 
the Mediterranean Sea.

CATALONIA
The automotive sector employs 
52,277 people and has an 
annual turnover of 23,397M 
(19.4% of Spanish turnover).

IN 2024 THE PORT  
OF BARCELONA HANDLED 

108,000

750,000
vehicles

coming from China

2022

2023

2024



MOROCCO

ALGERIA

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

TUNISIA

PORTUGAL

SPAIN

FRANCE

BELGIUM
GERMANY

SWITZERLAND

ITALY

BARCELONA
Madrid

Valladolid
Pamplona

Schwertberg

Mannheim

Einsiedlerhof

Sochaux

Zaragoza

Martorell

Competitive advantage
Wide offer of maritime, rail and road services to  
distribute through Europe and the Mediterranean sea

Exporting Chinese cars to Europe through 
the Port of Barcelona hub involve shorter 
distances (with lower transport costs) and 
transit times (less inventory level) than 
from Northen Europe as well as savings in 
CO2 emissions. 

Only port in Spain with direct standard 
(UIC) rail connection to Europe, with 
wide buffer areas to facilitate handling 
operators.

Save 15-20%  
on your carbon footprint

Barcelona is already  
a global and European 
logistics and distribution 
hub for top brands:  
Cupra, Seat, Volkswagen,  
Mazda, Renault, Tesla, MG,  
BYD and Omoda.

Save between 10-15%
in distribution costs

Using Barcelona provides a more streamlined  
and responsive service to customers 

Asian Imports (excl. China) Chinese imports (RoRo)

Chinese imports (container) Chinese EV imports

Imports from Asia

53.4% of the 
Chinese imports are EV

Fi
ni

sh
ed

 v
eh

ic
le

s

2021 2022 2023 2024

200K

100K



MEDITERRANEAN SEA
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Specialized services & infrastructures
Barcelona has the best offer of specialized logistics  
services in the region

Port terminals 

3 Car carrier specialized terminals

	Autoterminal (www.autoterminal.es) 
Noatum Automotive, Abu Dhabi Ports
Draught up to 12 meters • Berthing line of 1.950 m • 
6 dedicated berths • Total area: 755.630 m² • Covered 
area: 463.653 m² • Maximun capacity of 39.771 units 
• 5 vertical parking facilities • PDI area with protection 
removal tunnel • Railway terminals • Heavy weight 
equipment available

	Setram (www.setram.com)
Draught up to 12 meters • Berthing line of 1.950 m • 
6 dedicated berths • Total area: 250.000 m² • Covered 
area: 150.000 m² • Maximun capacity of 13.300 units • 
3 vertical parking facility • Railway terminals 

	To be awarded during 2025

1 Short Sea Shipping terminal

	Grimaldi Terminal Barcelona 
Offering roro/ropax services to Italy, Morocco & national 
Islands.

All terminals include dedicated rail facilities

State of the art facilities  
for cars and components 

Barcelona is an important hub for car traffic in 
the Mediterranean. It has two specialized car 
terminals, with the longest experience and variety 
of value-added services for finished vehicles in the 
Mediterranean: AUTOTERMINAL and SETRAM.

5 berths for car carriers. Top leaders car carriers 
companies calling at Barcelona: Neptune Lines, 
Grimaldi Euromed, Euro Marine Logistics, MOL, 
Hyundai Glovis, Wallenius Wilhelmsen, K Line, NYK, 
Eukor Car Carriers, Hoegh Autoliners. Containers 
(from China): COSCO, CMA CGM, MSC.

Leading distribution hub for the Mediterranean,  
North Africa and North European ports.

7 weekly container services from Far East to 
Barcelona.




